
	

	
Nibbles:  In this issue of Nibbles our feature article on “History Makers of the Anglesea & District Historical 
Society” features Allan Poigndester, life member. Our blast from the past is a short article by Lindsay Braden 
on how, when doing historical research, one thing can lead to another. But first of all the quiz which this month  
is about Australian Prime Ministers.


Quiz:  Try your luck at these questions. The answers are at the end of this issue (no peeking).	

History Makers of the Anglesea & District Historical Society

Allan Poigndester


Allan Poigndester was born on 15 November 1941 at East Melbourne, son of 
John (Jack) and Doris Poigndester, brother of John and Dawn (Hollibone). He 
attended Tottenham State School at West Footscray, and Sunshine Boys 
Technical School. 


When Allan left school, he first worked in a bottle recycling yard in Footscray 
and later for Pearl Cement Products. It was while working there that he had 
a retina detachment, that left him blind in one eye. 


In 1953 Allan’s father bought two blocks of land in what is now Wray Street. 
Allan came to live permanently in Anglesea in 1964. He began his tree lopping 
business in 1966 using a grey Fergie loader and a Stihl chain saw. He would 
climb a tree without any spurs and tie  a rope around his waist. With his 

chain saw he would cut the branch off. He later purchased a Bedford travel tower in Brisbane and drove it 
back to Anglesea. Other equipment he purchased was a Blitz crane truck and a Muir Hill loader. 


Allan achieved many things when he had sight. He and his Dad travelled around Australia in his Land Rover. He 
assisted Arthur McLean to relocate the Forestry houses when the land was purchased by Alcoa. He purchased a 
house at 15 Noble Street and renovated it. He demolished the Eastern View Arch with help from Elliot’s Cranes 
from Geelong. He then helped erect the new arch across the Great Ocean Road. The Anglesea Fire Brigade was 
another of Allan’s community services. He belonged to the Fire Brigade for nine years. As he was self-employed, 
he was able to drop what he was doing at any time and attend a fire.


Allan has been associated with the Anglesea and District Historical Society since it started. He told Lindsay 
Braden many stories about Anglesea. Lindsay wrote about them in the Society’s newsletters. Allen also did a lot 
of work for Joan Cameron-Murch over the years. He has  worked with Jim and Edith Lawn and Shirley Forsyth 
as they worked for the Historical Society. 


In 1982 Allan was tree lopping in Aireys Inlet when everything suddenly went black and he couldn’t see. His 16 
year old nephew David Hollibone was working with him. David, who was not old enough to drive legally, drove 
him home. He had suffered a retina detachment in his other eye so had lost his sight permanently. 


Allan purchased the house on 1 Wray Street from the Education Department and moved it to land he had 
bought at 1250 Great Ocean Road, Bellbrae, where he still lives today. Allan is amazing the way he feels 
everything and works out where things are and keeps himself occupied. He is now 83 years old. Allan has 
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Q.1.  Who was our first Prime Minister?

Q.2.  Who was the youngest person to 
become our Prime Minister?

Q.3.  Who was the oldest person to 
become our Prime Minister?

Q.4.  Which Prime Minister served the 
longest term?


Q.5.  Which Prime Minister served the shortest term?

Q.6.  Which Prime Ministers died whilst in office?

Q.7.  Which Prime Ministers have been replaced by 
their parties whilst in office?

Q.8.  Which Prime Ministers lost their seats at a 
Federal election?



donated many items over the years to the Historical Society museum, including his mother’s old wooden ice-
chest and the petrol bowser from his brother in laws truck yard. Allan has been awarded a life member of the 
Anglesea & District Historical Society. 

Jan Morris


A Blast from the Past by Lindsay Braden (April 1999)


Answers to the Quiz:  Q.1 Edmund Barton  Q.2 John 
Watson- Aged 37   Q.3  John McEwen – Aged 67  Q.4  
Robert Menzies – 16 years 1 month 8 days  Q.5  Frank 
Forde – 8 days. Q.6. Joseph Lyons, John curtin, Harold 
Holt.  Q.7 William Morris Hughes, Robert Menzies, John 
Gorton, Bob Hawke, Kevin Rudd, Julia Gillard, Tony 
Abbott and Malcolm Turnbull.  Q.8. Stanley Bruce and 
John Howard.

https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/
Parliamentary_departments/Parliamentary_Library/
Research/Research_Papers/2018-19/
FederalParliamentFacts
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